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BOOK benches. An ardent Liberal described the final effect as electric,
In the lobby Mr. Tim Healy, of all men little given to compli-
ment in this quarter, stopped Mr. Austen Chamberlain to express
admiration for his father's speech and to call it one of the ablest
ever heard in the House. Another auditor of this consummate
effort said it was nothing like oratory, it was almost more than
usually business-like; yet when he sat down you could not
perceive a chink in his armour. Eminently was he the man
of this session as he was to remain the man of this House of
Commons and the next.
XII
These parliamentary appearances of safety were premature.
It seemed Chamberlain's ceaseless fate or fortune to have to live
dangerously whether he would or no. Very soon his political life
was imperilled again when in a renewed attempt to prevent
enquiry the Rhodes group devised another plan. Behind the
scenes there was an ugly but determined attempt to intimidate
Chamberlain by holding over his head documents unknown to
him but alleged to be ruinous.
Jameson and his officers arrived in London at the end of Feb-
ruary. To Bow Street they were taken amidst scenes of wild
enthusiasm such as had been feared. The regular troops from
Ashanti received no such reception. The trial did not take place
till July, when the crushing indictment was delivered not by
counsel but by the Judge, Lord Russell of Killowen. A verdict
of "Guilty" was followed by suitable sentences of imprisonment.
During the Trial-at-Bar whispers on behalf of Jameson and
Society's officers were rife at the Colonial Secretary's expense.
The idea of daunting Chamberlain by dark hints of Imperial
connivance raised fungoid growths in the shade.
Rhodes immediately on arriving in England for the brief visit
already described had taken dubious action. Before his inter-
view with Chamberlain he arranged that his solicitor should call
at the Colonial Office and give warning there of the existence of
compromising documents but without producing them.1 They
were to be held, as we said, over Chamberlain's head. The
1 Select Committee Report, Bourchier Hawksley, examined. H,C.311, pp.